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mission, and in May 1928 Mr. Barnard, as the
head of the whole movement, was able to report
that administratively, and, he believed, in practice,
the work of liberation in the Triangle of Northern
Burma had been completed.
It is to the credit of the Government of India that
they readily voted liberal financial support for this
undertaking, under which at least 7500 slaves have
been set free. So far as Burma itself is concerned,
the Administration has publicly committed itself to
a determined effort to put down any attempt to re-
enslave the people set free, or to permit slaves from
China or Tibet to be sold into Burma.
I cannot end this chapter without drawing atten-
tion to the interesting emphasis which Sir Harcourt
Butler has laid upon the definition of freedom as
applied to the liberated slaves. We know the chief
features of slave-owning are the denial of any right
to land upon which the slaves could maintain them-
selves, the treatment of the slaves as so completely
the property of their masters that they may be
leased out to other people, the masters enjoying
their earnings, and, thirdly, that being themselves
a property, they are of course debarred from hold-
ing property. Sir Harcourt Butler, in announcing
the freedom of the slaves, stated that they would
become in every respect free men and free women,
and that their descendants likewise would be as
free as any other men and women in the Chin and
Kachin areas, Sir Harcourt Butler put the dis-